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FIRST TUESDAY DISCUSSION AT UD TO EXPLORE 
TRANSFORMATION OF 'LES MIZ' 
Feb. 22, 2000 
Contact: Pamela Gregg 
gregg@udayton.edu 
DAYTON, Ohio- From the pages of Victor Hugo's classic 1862 novel to the Paris stage 
in 1980, musical playwrights Alain Boublil and Claude-Michel Schonberg successfully brought 
the characters of Les Miserables to glorious life without compromising their story. 
That metamorphosis is the subject of "The Transformation of Les Miserables 
into Les Miz," a public discussion featuring three scholars from the University of Dayton and 
Wright State University. 
The event is free and open to the public, and will be at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 7, in 
UD's Sears Recital Hall in the Jesse Philips Humanities Center. As part of the University's First 
Tuesday lecture series to highlight local arts events, this session serves to illuminate the Dayton 
Opera Association's production of Les Miserables, opening the same evening at Memorial Hall. 
Panel speakers Brother Alex Tuss, S.M., associate professor of English and Linda 
Snyder, professor of music- both from UD- will join Joe Deer, professor of theater at Wright 
State University, to explore the creative process of adapting an historic novel into a musical 
play. 
"Each speaker will provide insight from the perspective of his or her field of study, so 
the process will be explored literarily, theatrically and musically," Tuss said. "We'll also 
provide the audience with a number of audio and visual selections to exemplify and hopefully 
provoke questions from the audience on the whole process of adaptation." 
Based on Hugo's story of a reformed fugitive and his lifelong struggle to evade recapture 
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during the turbulent decades of early 19th century France, the musical Les Miserables has become 
Broadway's fourth longest running show and one of its most successful prQductions of all time. 
Tuss said the show's success is due in large part to Boublil alld Schonberg's "ultimate 
gift" of adaptation talent- being able to "cut to the heart and capture the essence" of Hugo's 
passionate story. 
"This is a very successful and polished adaptation," Tuss said. "Even though the 
creators had to eliminate large chunks of the novel to create the musical, they never did so at the 
expense of the essential story Hugo wants to tell." 
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